NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER
e
FROM OUR LONDON CORRESPONDENT.
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will be no illiberal tone towards other

nations ; no injudicions interference attempted with
other people; no breach in the ble relations
of England with the entire world ; no extension of
taxation for of political ambition or indi-
i extravagance. On' the contrary,

we think every thing indicates the continuance of an en-

lightened and liberal eommercinl policy ; 8 striot regard to

all treaty obligations, snd all international and human-
* jzing courtesies with the whole human family ; an earnest
attention to all the interests of peace, economy, and salu-
tary reform and improvement, and o sincere desire to give
to the English people’as much of rational liberty, and to
each individual as large a participation in natural rights,
a8 are compatible with the best intepests of society and
the maintenance of good government.

The prineipal business in the House of Lords has been
the introduction of a bill by the Lord Chancellor relative
to the exeoution of wills, and the passage of Lord Bnova-
man's bill (through the upper House) for shortening the
period between the dissolution of one Parliament and the
meeting for business of the succeeding one. Both these
measures are of importance, and the carnesiness with
which they have been attended to shows the desire of the
House of Lords not to unnecessarily prolong the existence
of the present Parliament. » b

In the Commons, the Easter recess has been arranged
to extend from Tuesday, the Gth instant, to Monday, the
19th. No doubt a great portion of the holydays will be
spent in electioneering, and in visits of the members to
thieir constituents. We have no idea that the result of the
next election will be favorable to the protectionists, ap-
plying that term to the advocates of a duty on imported
grain; on the contrary, we think the dubious and am-
biguous answers given by Lord Derpy and his friends to
all questions upon the subject have dissatisfied a great
number of those who only support them as the friends and
advocates of that very measure. The debate upon the
subject of Mr. Hume's annual motion in favor of Parlia-
mentary reform, the result of which we stated in our last,
has given rise to most copious newspaper comments.

On Monday night Mr. Warrorx, the Home Secretary,
. moved to bring in a bill to smend and consolidate the laws

respecting the militia. Heexplained the leading features
of the scheme as follows:

1t is proposed to endeavor to raise the necessary force,
not by compulsory but by voluntary enlistment. The
number of men proposed is 80,000; but as it is not pro-
bable that so many can be procured in the first year, the
number for that period is to be limited to 50,000. A bounty
of £4 or £5, B.{able either in one sum or in mowthly in-
stalments, will be offered a2 an inducement to join the
force. The ages of the eligible to be from 18 to 85; the
period of their enlistment being five years, and the time
of training and discipline 21 days in the year, with power,
in case of emergency, to extend the period to seven weeks,
or reduce it to three days. The estimated se is
£2560,000 & , er in the first year £400,000. . The ex-
pense to be m:e by the national purse.’”

Leave was granted to bring in the bill under the pre-
paration of Messrs, I'Ieraxny, WaLroLs, and Bengsronp,
It is not expected, however, that a measure involving such
a complete subversion of the entire existing militia system
of the country can be fully discassed and corried in the
present Parliament, and a subsequent one will, most likely,
dismiss it to that last receptacle of lost things, ' the limbo
of vanity."”

On Tuesday Mr. H. Berksrey brought forward his an-
nual motion for the adoption of the ballot in elections to
Parlisment. The debate was favored with the attention
of a larger number of members than were found in their
seats on Mr. Hume's motion. All the old arguments pro
and con were brought forward on the ocoasion; nothing
new was said, probably because nothing new could be
said, and the debate closed with a division, en which 144
voted for the motion, and 246 against it.

Nothing of importance in either House last night, or
the night before.

if all the supplies can be granted, and the mutiny bill
passed before the Easter recess, it is quite probable that
Parlisment will be dissolved during that vacation.

The following facts in relation to the public income and
expenditure of the United Kingdom are stated on the au-
thority of & lately printed Parliamentary paper. In 1822
the British revenue was £54,135,748, the expenditure
£49,891,226 ; leaving & surplus of £4,744,518, « This, wo
believe, is the largest surplus upon record, and led to a
repeal and reduction of texation to the amount of
£2,189,101.  The capital of the funded and unfunded debt
was then £882,811,200. The balances in the exchequer
at the close of the year were £7,797,020,

In 1851 the revenue received was £52,283,006 ; the ex-
penditure £49,506,010—leaving & surplus of £2,726,396.
The taxes were reduced £2,079864. The capital of the
debt was £782,869,982, and the balances in the exchequer
at the olose of the year wore £8,381 637,

The returns of the Bank of England show an increase
of £71,766 in bullion, and o deorease of £266,714 in cir-
culation ; consequently an inorease of £828,5670 in reserve,
and ithas, therefore, an unemployed capital of £18,765,910,
The bullion in the Bank does not ye! reach the expected
£20,000,000, being only £19,745,980. The circulation is
£10,080,020, exclusive of £1,001,620 in seven days post
bille. Tt is almost unnccessary to add that goney is
abundant and easy. The Bank will not, it is said, make
any changein the rate of interest until after the clections;
the condition of home politico-commercial affnirs affcots
busipess, making it uncertain and stagnant. The gentle-

awen of the Bank parlor are understood 40 keepn watch-
fel eye sver events, and to be move guided by circum-
stances than fixed rules. We think they ave right.

{Recont Parlinmentary returns show the totel number of
persens employed on railways in the United Kingdom, in
the year 1861, to be 106,501, being 12,358 lees than in
1850.  The decroase was, of course, o railways in course
of consicaction, as upon lines spened the number of em-
ployis hedl increased by 3,680,

In Ditersture there is little that is new. There are long
lista of new dooks advertised in the newspapers, beb we
do not soe gay which attract us particularly, either by
their own titles or the names and fame of their authars.

The nttentism af the publie has been ealled to the groat
quantity of that very subtle poison, strychnine, which has
lately been imported from Paris. It turns out that this
dnngerous article in med in the manufuoture of that now
very fashionable variety of bovernge called bitter beer, Tt
is known that beer, made ndditionally bitter by the hop,
chamomile, or gentian, is »0ry Wholesome, and materially
nusists the diggestive organs. But the active principle of
the nur pomica, soientifically kaoWn as atrychnine, which

in now discovered to bo largely used in this manufactare,
in highly dangerons; gnd, though the quantity used is of
course small, this very subtle poisom has whet is called
an seoumulative aoction, and must, if fong used, prove |
eminently dangerous to those who daily partake of h.-‘
in which it is used, by exhausting' the nervous snergy of

the stomach, snd the sensibility and sction of the heart.
This subject is ceusing great excitement in London, snd
the brewers of bitter beer are upon the gui vive, sssuring
the public that the dangerous ingredient is unknown in
their respective breweries.

The mortality in London continues very high; it is,
however, we hope, abating. A little seasonuble spring
weather, and & cessation of the long continued cast wind,
would be very acceptable. However, in spite of the wind
and the weather, our meadows and hedgerows are begin-
ning to look beautifully green; spring flowers deck our
gardens, and the lark, the blackbird, and the thrush make
their accustomed haunts vocal with sweet musie, Spring
is constant in its return with buds and blossoms, and fair
and sweet flowers and foliage, but man’s nature knows
no second spring, and the ordination is wise and kind.
The Qusex beld the first drawing-room of the season
last evening. Col. an? Mrs. Fremoxr and Mr. INGERSOLL
were presented to her Majesty by Mr. and Mrs, Law-
nence. There is nothing new of importance from the
Continent.

FROM OUR PARIS CORRESPONDENT.

oo 7 Panis, Ap?l:ilal" 1852.
ore proceeding to an account o inaugura-
tion of tht? Legiullhgve bodies and the discourse of
the President, allow me to mention two or three
other decrees.

On the 27th of March, “considering that the
formation of the civil code promulgated by the Em-
peror Naj was due to his powerful will ; con-
gidering it was he who chose the eminent men
who nted and finished that immortal work;
that it was under his Presidency of the Council of
Btate, and under the inspiration of his genius, that
were resolved the most grave questions of the com-
mon law ; that public gratitude has adorned this
code with the tit-l]; of Code Napoleon ; and that, in
re-establishing this name, we render homage as
much to historical truth as to the national senti-
ment;” it was decreed that the civilacode retake
the name of “ Code Napoleon.”

No serious objection can be made to this decree,
nor is it of importance,  but I mention it as a
sign of the times, just as I mentioned the other day
the forthcoming installation of eagles on the Pont Louis
XVI, and as I may now mention the forthcoming reste-
ration of eagles on the Pont d'Jena.

Another decree appoints seven mew Senators, viz. the
Duoke of Mortemart, Gen. I'etit, the Arehbishop of Paris,
Gen. Piat, M, Binean, Minister of Finances; the Marquis
of Barbangois, and Baron d'Heeckeren.

The appointment of the Archbishop of Paris is not so
remarkable as his acceptance. Had he imitated the ex-
ample of his friend, Gen. Cavaignae, and declined to form
part of a Government based upon principles which he
despises, he would certainly hoave acted a mobler part.
On the other hand, it required some joldness on the part
of Lounis Napoleon to appoint him; for the Archbishop
has the reputation of being both an honest man and a
republican ; but then the President’s policy from the first
has been to conciliate, not to say suborn, the church.

The appointment of M. Barbangois wis an act of civility
towards the Legitimists—Baron Heeckeren is a personal
friend of the Prince ; and as for the appointment of the
two Generals, the motive for that is os plain as the Plains
of Satory. : .

A decree of the 27th of March orders the sale of Or-
leans estates to the amount of 55,000,0001. (%7,000,000.)
Among the estates to be thus alienated are those of Neuilly
und Meoncesux. The same decree also orders the aliena-
tion of the Castle of Rambeiullet, of which mere hereafter.
The 35,000,000, raised by the above sales is to be ap-
propriated thus: ten millions to societies of mutual as-
sistance ; ten millions for the improvement of laborers'
lodgings; ten millionsfor the encouragement of rural banks;
and five millions towards a fund fer the relief of the de-
serving peor. Another provision of the same decree
orders the legion of honor, with an annuity of 500,000f.
to be added to the national debt.

An important decree of the same date ordains the fu-
sion of the Paris and Orlédns, the Orleans and Bordeaux,
the Tour and Nantes, and the Central Railroad Companies
into ope ; a sysiem of centralization which seems to be
generally approved of, and which was long ago adopted,
though not with the most striking sucoess, in England:

A decree of the 20th of March restores the old law on
clubs or associations. The penal code of France forbids
the regular assemblage of any association of more than
twenty persons, for any cbject whatever, unless by con-
sent of the Government, and under constitutions which

the dissolution of the associntion, and a fine imposed upon
the chiefs and managers, varying from 164 to 100f. The
person in whose house the assemblage meets is liable to
the same fine. The law of 1854 aggravates these provi-
sions by forbidding any assemblage whatever of more
than twenty persons, even for a single time, without con-
sent and direction of the Government, and subjects all the
members of an assemblage violating the law to a fine of
from &0f, to 1,000f., doubles the fine in case of a second
offence, and renders the effenders liable also to from two
months to & year's imprisonment. Buch is the law now.
re-enacted.

The last decree which 1 have room to allude to provides
that ‘* an edifice, destined to receive national expositions,
and suitable for public ceremonies, and civil and military
fetes, shall be constructed after the plan of the Crystal
Palace of London, and erected in the grand square of
the Champs Elysée.”” The project is confided to the Minis-
ter of the Interior, who is charged to * study the project
and to propose to the President (who ealls himself * us'
in this instance) the most smitable means to arrive at a
prompt snd economical exeeution.”

1 come now to the installation of what are called the
great bodies of the Btate. The ceremony took place on
the 20th March, at the Palace of the Tuileries, in the
grand Hall of the Marshals. Of course the place was
magnificently and imperially decorated, snd nothing was
spared to give the occasion every possible splendor and
eclat. The platform provided for the President and other
dignitaries was hung with a splendid canopy of red velvet,
fringed with gold. On each side was o trophde of tri-
colored banners, surmounted with spread eagles. The
canopy was immediately in front of the window which
opens on to the famous * Baleony of the Clock,” whence
8o often Louts Puitirre presented himself, with his royal
family, before the people, as they stood now in admiring,
now in scornful thousands, to gase at him from the gar-
dens of the Tuileries. In the recess of the window seats
were arranged for the President's military suite, A little
in advance, and under the canopy, was not exactly the
throne—but what else shall 1 call it "—of the Prince Pro-
sident. The papers call it * & large fautenil of velvet and
gold.”” At the right of this fuuteuil, but ** a step lower” in
the elevation, was & smaller fauteuil for Marshal JEnous
Boxaranre, the President of the Senate. Bebind these
two feuienils were ton chairs oocupied by the Ministers.
Near the window, at the right of the President, was a third
fautenil for the Viee President of the Council of Btate.
The rest of the platform, which extended the whole length
of the hall, was oeccupied by Councillors of State and
Masters of Requests. The Deputies were in galleries at
the extreme left, The distribution of the Senators, Pro-
feots, and smaller dignitaries, and whether they sat in
fautenils, chairs, or benches, are incidents not worth men-
tioning. The corps diplomatigue were on the side of the
hall at the right of the President, At the bettom of the
hall were oditors of the Paris newspapers. The ambassa-
dors were introduced by o dignitary just instituted, sc-
wording to imperial usage, and who glories in the title of
Introducteur des Ambassadeurs. There not haviog been
tailars and embroiderers enough in Paris to get sll the
Btate liveries ready for the oceasion, abicut m fifth of the
Deputiex had to appear in what is called the pefite tenr.
Their grande tenue will probably be ready in time for the
coronation. MoNTALEMBERT appeared insober black, so-
Jemn and know. ng a8 & raven. The Cardinals were in full
alerioal costame. The President entered the hall at pro-
clsely ono o'olock, Hia nrrival was annownoced by the fir-
8¢ onoe to their feet, but made little other demonsteation.
The President was escorted by his whole military honse,
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it pleases to impose. Any vjolation of this law involves | direct all

st the head of which was the Ewat Major General of the
National Guard. .

Huving taking his place, the Prusinext, after saluting
the Assembly, invited the members to be seated, and then
read the following address ;

“ The dictatorship which the people confided to me
censes to-day. Things are about to take their

course. It is with a sentiment of real t 1
come to proclaim here to-day that the Consti is now
in force ; for my constant concern has been not only to re-
establish order, but to render it permenent, by giving to
France institutions suited to her wants. But afew months
ago—you will remember it—the more striotly I confined
myself within the narrow circle of my prerogatives, the
more persistent were the efforts to contract it still further,
with & view to deprive me of all power of action. Often
discouraged, I confess 1 theught of abandoning a power
thus . What restrained me was that I saw no-
thing could succeed me but anarchy. Every where, in
fact, passions, eager to destroy, incapable of founding any
thing, were in o state of exaltation; and nowhere was
there an institution or u man to which one could cling; no-
where an undisputed right, an organization of any kind, or

| & practicable system,

* Thus when, thanks to the co-operation of certain cou-
rageous men—thanks, upodﬂid{',‘lio the energetic attitude
of the army—all danger was pated in a few hours,
my first care was to demand from the people new institu-
tions. For too long a period society resemabled a pyramid

Eh“ upon its apex., I have r;tllued it upon its base.

niversal mifnqie, the only rightful source of power, atsuch
& juncture, was immedinately re-established ; authority re-
conquered its ascendency ; and finally, France, ting
the leading constitutional provisions which I submitted to
her, I was enabled to create politicul bodies, the influence
and consideration of which will be great in proportion as

lated.

their prerogatives are wisely fact, those
political institutions only can eg:n which define in an
equitable manner the limitsof the different powers. There
is no other way of arriving at 4 useful and beneficent ap-

plication of liberty. Examples are at hand.

 Why, in 1814, did we see with satisfaction, notwith-
standing our reverses, the inauguration of the parliamen-
tary régime ? It was because the Emperor—let us not
fear to avow it—had been drawn by war into a too abso-
lute exercise of power, ‘

“ Why, on the other hand, in 1851, did France applaud
the fall of this same réigime? It was because the Cham-
bers had abused the influence which was given them, and
that, wishing to rule every thing, they ends:ngwed the ge-
neral equilibriam,

‘* Finally, why has not France been alarmed by the re-
strictions applied to the press and to individual liberty ¢
It is that the one had degenerated into license, and the
other, instead of being the regulated exercise of the
rights of each, had, by odious excesses, endangered the
right_;hof all,

‘ This extreme danger, especially for democracies, of
seeing ill constructed institutions uyenﬂoing now authori-
ty, now liberty, was perfectly appreciated by our fathers,
half @ century ago, when, just from the storm of
revolution, and after vain attempts at all kinds of régimes,
they proclaimed the Constitution of the year VIII, which
has served as the medel for that of 1852, Without doubt
it does not sanctien all those liberties the very abuse of
which we have been accustomed to ; but it does consecrate
certaiir liberties which are real and substantial.

¢ Immediately after revolutions the most important
guaranty for a people does not consist in the immoderate
use of the tribune and the press, but in theright to choose
the Government which suits them. Now, the French na-
tion has given, perhaps for the first time in the world, the
imposing spectacle of 8 great people voting, in entire lib-
erty, their form of government.

** Thus the Chief of the State, who is before you, is in-
deed the expression of the popular will, And what do I
sce before me?! Two Chambers, one elected by virtue of
the most liberal law which exists in the world; the other,
appointed by me, it is true, but independent, also, be-
cause it is irremovable. About me you remark men of
recognised patriotism and merit, always ready to aid me
with their councils, and to enlighten me on the wants of
the country.

** The Constitution which from to-day goes into opera-
tion is not & work of vain theory and despotism ; it is the
work 9f experience and reason. You will aid me, gentle-
men, in consolidating, extending, and improving it.

_ “I shall communicate to the Senate and to the Legisla-
tive body an exposé of the situation of the Republic. They
will see by, that that every where confidence has been re-
stored ; every where labor has been resumed ; and that for
the first time, after a great political change, the public
fortune has been increased instead of diminished

“ During the last four months my Government has been
able to encourage many useful enterprises, to recompense
many services, to relieve much misery, and even to im-
prove the position of most of the principal functionaries;
and all this without increasing the taxes, or deranging the
provisions of the budget, which we are happy to present
to you equally balanced.

+“8uch facts, and the attitude of Europe, which has ac-
cepted with satisfaction the changes which have taken
place, give to us a just hope of security for the future;
for ift tranquillity is assured at home, it is equally so
abroatl. Foreign Powers respect our independence ; and
it is certainly our interest to preserve the most friend!
relations with them. Bo long as the honor of France
not be involved, the duty of the Government will be care-
fully to aveid all eause of disturbance in Europe, and to

i our efferts internal ameliorations, which
alone can secure ease to the laboring classes, and assure
the prosperity of the country.

 And now, gentlemen, at the moment when you asso-
ciate yourself patriotically with my labors, I wish to
explain to you frankly what will be my course. Seeing
me re-establish the institutions and the souvenirs of the
em];lin, it has often been repeated that I desire to re-es-
tablish the empire itself. If such were my constant con-
cern, this transformation would have been accomplished
a long time ago. Neither the means nor the opportunities
have been wanting.

“Thus, in 1848, when 6,000,000 suffrages elected me,
a simple refusal to acquiesce in the Constitution could have
given me a throne. t an clevation which would have
involved serious disorders did not tempt me.

“ Ou the 1th of June, 1849, also, it was easy for me
to change the form of t. 1did not wish to.

“Finally, on the 2d Degember, if personal considera-
tions had prevailed over the grave interests of the coun-
try, 1 might have demanded of the le—who would not

have refused iv—mpuu title. 1 contented myself

with that which I

‘* When, therefore, I draw examples from the Consulate
and the Empire, it is beeanse 1 there, especially, the
impress of nationality and grandeur.

“ Reselved now, as before, to doall for France,
for myself, I would not accept a modification of the pre-
sent state of things unless constrained by an evident ne-
cossity. Whence can this necessity spring ? Solely from

the conduet of es! If they submit quietly, nou.i..l:g
will be changed. But if by their secret they

to sap the basis of my Government; if in their blindness
they deny the Jegitimacy of the result of the popular elec-
tiofl ; if, in fine, they continue, by their perpetual attacks,
to put in question the future of the country, then, but on-
Iy then, it might be reasonable to demand of the people,
in the name of the repose of France, s new title which
would fix irrevocably upon my head the powers with which
they have invested me.

“ But let us not conoern ourselves in advance about dif-
fioulties which doubtless are not at all probable. Let us
preserve the Republic ; it menaces no one ; it may re-as-
sure all. Beneath its banner I would fain inn
anew an era of forgetfulness and conciliation ;
peal, withoat, distinction, to all who are
operate with me for the Eublic good. FProv , which
has thus far go visibly b my efforts, will not leave its
work unfinished ; it will animate us all with its inspira-
tions, and will give to us the wisdom and the strength ne-
ceasary to consolidute an order of things which will en-
sure the happiness of our country and the peace of
Europe.”

After the address was delivered, M. Casamiawoa, Min-
ister of State, announced that the members could then
proceed to take the oath. Having read the formula, he
invited ench Senator to raise his hand, on the calling of
his name, nnd respond, ! swear it/ The Prosident of the
Senate, the four Vice Presidents, the Grand Referendaire
snd Secretary, then the Cardinals and Marshals, and final-
ly the other Senators in alphabetic order were ealled, all
of whom responded, / swear it. One of the Senators, M.
Pomrraris, was omitted by nccident; but he immediately
rose and axked the privilege to be sworn, which was of
course granted. ‘' This incident,” says the Constitution-
ol, “oocasioned a little hilarity, .in which the President
himself participated.”

You are aware that according to the present law no re-
porta of the Legialative Body are permitted. They are not
even Lo be published in the Monitor. As the only substi-
tute for sach reports, a briel summary of the proceedings
is furnished to the newspapers immediately after each
sension ; and on the following day they are furnished with
a copy of the official minmtes. Both the summary and
the minutes are prepared under the supervigion of the
President of the Legislative Body.

To give you an idea of the manney in which these doou-
ments are made out I send you the following literal trans-
Iation of the summary and minutes of the first day’'s ses-

1 ap-
to co-

gion, a8 they appeared in the journals:

which Lad been overturned, and which it was sought to |-

despite the Constituent Assembly, I wasnot unaware that | ;1

“Learstarive Bepy.—DPresidency of M. Billault.—Sum-
mary of the session of the B0tk March.

3 of the session at two o'closk.

“ Constitution of the bureau: Messieurs Dalloz, the
Duke of Tarente, Eschasseriaux, and , secretaries.
“Wm of & collective .::i: signed by Mes-
sieurs en, Cav E enon, eontaini
M‘Wj 1 of the on}:. s o
**Declaration that the signers of the letter ure consid-
ered 88 having resigned, e

“Re n of M. Renouard in consequence of hav-
ing mccepted functions incompatible with the office of
“ Drawing of the seven bureaux by lot.

f'!'he sitting was raised at hulf-past 2 o'clock.

Order of the day for Wednesday, 315t March.
“At 1 o'clock assembling in the buresus.
#Continuance of the examination of electoral returns,
At 8 o'clock public sitting.
# Yerification of eleotions.”

The following  minutes” contain the letter referred to

in the ‘*summary” covering the refusal of Cavaignae, Car-

not, and Henon 1o take the required oath of delity to the

President:

** LEGISLATIVE Bony.—Sgssion 1852, —Mixvres,— Presi-
ggg of M. Billault,.—Session of Tuesday, 30th March,

““M. the President takes his seat at 2 o'clock, and de-
clures the sitting opened. '

‘M, the President calls to mind that according to the
terms of article 42 of the decree of the 22d } , 1852,
the four secretaries of the Legislative Body are the young-
est members present at the first sitting,

“These are Messieurs Dalloz, the Duke of Tarente, Es-
chasseriaux, and Dugss, who take their places at the
bureau at the same time with M. the Premren t.

:' The burean finds itself, in consequence, constituted.

M. the President uddressed to the members of the Le-
gislative Body the following discourse :

‘“Gentlemen und dear colleagnes: Our presence in this
marks for us as for the country an entirely new era.
rved from formidable uncertainties by o will the

quiet energy of which knows how to meditate slowly and
to act rapidly, France has placed in her elect a confidence
awithout precedent in history. By a vote of which the
striking amount has never heen equalled she has demand-
ed of him strong and protective institutions which will re-
store to her her security and her grandeur. Placed un-
der the invocations of the immortal principles of 1789 ;
fortified by that governmental spirit which animated the
cmnlartroc’ h, these institutions bave found in the vote
by which we were elected an evident consecration. It is
now ‘our task to srnt them in practice; there commences
our mission ; and this mission, whatever may be said, will
not be destitute either of grandeur or authority., We shall
no more have, it is true, around the legislative urn all
those party evolutions, keeping the ministry constantly in
check, forcing it to be absorbed by one single care—that
of its own defence—and ending, too often, only in the
enervation of amuthority ; but all the time which, as min-
isters or députies, we should have given to this parlia-
mentary stralegy we must now consecrate to bLusiness;
serious practical business; this is our role under the Con-
stitution. What it gives us is the voting of the tax, the
discussion of the and that of all the laws. It is
not only the right to deliberate freely, publicly ; to adopt
or to reject; but it is also the right of amendment; no
longer denbtless with that facility of improvisation against
which former Assemblies sought vainly to defend them-
selves, but with that maturity which is fatal only to uto-
pias. In such prerogatives, believe me, there is a grand
and veritable power. If, as I am sure, we use it sensibly,
without mental reservation, with a loyal fidelity to the
electoral sentiment which sent us here, this power will
constitute for our Goyernment one of its forces the most
efficient for good. It is to march with you in this patri-
otic path that the Chief of the State has called me to the
honor of presiding over you ; accord to me, gentlemen and
dear colleagues, as much of good will as I offer you of de-
votion, and, all united in the holy love of country, let us
give to the world the spectacle no longer of an Assembly
of men swayed by passion, but of a veritable Assembly of
legislators, deciding, calm and grave as the law itself,
upon the great interests which are submitted to them.

“* M. the President read the following letter :

‘¢ Mr. President: The electors of Parisand of Lyons
have gought us in retirement or in exile.

*+We thank them for having thought that our names of
themselves would protest against the destruction of.the
public liberties and the rigors of arbitrary power. But
we do not admit that it was their intention to send us to
take our seats in u Legislative Body of which the powers
are not snﬁoiemg:mded to repair the violations of
right. We repel the immoral theory of reticence and men-
tal reservations, and we refuse the oath exacted upon en-
trance into the Legislative Body.

i We pray you, Mr. President, to be pleased to inform
the Assembly of this declaration.

“+@Gen. Cavalesac,
Canxor,

< Paris, March 29, 1852, Hesox.’

‘M. the President declares that in view of article 4th
A W, Mt Oapitons, Dot ot e,

) eurs not, an enon,
refusing to take the ed oath, are considered as
having resigned; notice of which will be given to M. the
Minister of the Interior and to M. the Minister of State.

‘M. the President announces that M. Renouard, eloct-
ed in the d:smtdhmmdhﬁlgdm his elee-

mn as .
tion wlso will be given udi!.. nﬂuﬁ-u'm Interior
and to M. the Minister of State; but the official minutes
of the election will nevertheless be verified.

“M. the President proceeds to the drawing of the bu-
resux, which are seven in number. He indicates how
they shall be organized and in what manner the elections

be vetified.

*‘ He gives information of the order of the day for to-
morrow.

“M. the President announces that the question whe-
ther the deputies shall it in costume has been left to the
Corps Legislatif. This question will be decided hereafter
secret committee.

“The Legislative Body then retires to its committee
Tooms.

“The sitting is raised at half-past two o'clock. These
minutes have been read and adopted in the sitting of 31st
March, 1852,

 The President of the Legislative Body :

“Brravir.”

Paris, Aprin 5, 1852,

The Moniteur of day before yesterday contains a
Senatus-consultum, the first emitted in regular form
by the new Senate just ized under the consti-
tation of the Prince Louis NarorneoN. The sub-
ject-matter of the Senatus-consultum is—what would
you think ! A declaration of the evident existence
of the contingency alluded to in the Prince’s address
of the 20th ultimo at the Tuileries, and the propo-
gition to the Prince of the formula of a plebiscitum
to be submitted to the people conferring upon Louts
NarorroxN “the pompo'r title” of hcm£ Em-
peror of the French, with the rights, privileges, and

ors thoreto attached ? Not yet. Wait awhile.
shall soon have occasion to communicate to you &
document of that sort. The first act of the new
complaisant Senate has been to accord to the Presi-
dent of the French blic the annual sum of
twelve millions of francs, (82,310,000.) T quote
from the Moniteur of day before yesterday :

“The Senate met on the 1st of April, at half-past one
o'clock, under the K:Iﬁ-lly of M., the first Vice Presi-
dent, Mesxano, ohject of the mesting was the com-
munication to the Senste for its ion of a Senatus-
consultum, ing from the initiative of all the mem-
bers of the bureau, with the exception of the President,
the Prince Jumowr Naroisox Bowararte. The proposi-
tion was su to the ures prescribod by the
decree on and of the 22d of March last,
and, after & report made in the name of the committee
ol with examination pf the t of the bureau, &
Sen was voted usly by the mem-
bers seventy-five in number. Yesterday at 3
o'clook this Benatus-consultum was presented by the
burean to the President of the Republio.”

These are the terms of the decreo from the offi-
cial journal :

“The Bxare; considering the ocollective proposition
presented by the members composing the bureau, and
;:_}ken into mldmﬁ: l':. the mdurt!uin:: u;i:lo

' second, organic decree bearing date
the mﬁ, 1852, has deliberated and voted the
Senatus-consultum of the tenor following :

‘“ Art. 1, In execution of article 15 of the constitution,
o sum of dwelve millions of francs isallowed annually,
from and after the 1st of January, 1852, to the Prince
Prﬂf!m‘l‘ ntl: blie. "

AL palaces designated in the deoree
of the 27th of March, 1852 with tho f:rniture. the gar-
dons, and parks belonging to the same, arc set apart for

the M'#::l'-i use of the Princo President of the Ke-
publia. inventory of the furniture, previoualy drawn
up by virtae of the laws and regulations, shall be vorified
ol the ‘of the State at the date of the commence-
ment of g

* The gident of the Republic enjoys exclu-

sively the right of hunting in the woods of \'emriillu. i:
th , of Marly, so
ofUSL Fontainbleau, of Compaigue, of Marly

““Art, 3. The Btate remaining in the reccipt of the rev-
enues and useful productions of the forests, continues

1

charged with the expense of thelr administration, as also
with that ef the in order and repair the na-
tional palaces and

** Dune ut the palace of the Senate April 1, 1852,

“The President, Mesxano,
“The Senators Becretaries,
* General Reexarn pr Saiwr- Jran-p’ ANGELy,
v Campacenes, Baron pE Lacnosss.”

By virtue of this decree the Prinee President en-
joys the comfortable sum of $192,500 per month,
equal to $6,350 per day. It is not uninteresting to
mention in this connexion that the civil list of ihe
ex-King Louis PHILIPPE was also twelve milliona
Iﬁ am;mq.hh 'I];hm civil hs: {f the late me
charged with the expense of kee m r
and repair the ro alpepnhoes seb P:;E't fom resi-
dence. Lours %mmx is exempt from this
charge. But Louvis Narougox enjoys only the right of
hunting in the national forests specified above, while
Louis PuiLiree enjoyed personally the annual large reve-
nues from those forests, which are now reserved to the
Btate. Bo, all things considered, it may be held that the
sum allowed by the State for the personal expenses of the
President of the Republic is just about equal in amount
to that allowed under the last monarchy to the King,
Louis Philippe. The right of bunting, however, in the
national forests allowed exelusively to Louis Napoleon is
far from being a barrem privilege. This right, leased by
the State fer nine years past to M. Benrraxn, (son of Na=
poleon’s illustrious marshal, ) with respect to the forest of
St. Germain alone, is known to have become a source of
revenue to the lessee to the amount of twenty thousand
framcs per anoum. Louis NarorLeos will doubtless know
equally how to draw a princely revenue from his hunting
privileges, independent of the little stipend provided for
him in the Senatus-consultum abdve mentioned. He isnot
personally much addicted to hunting, though a remarkably
fine 'rider, and fond of steeple-chases. The national
forests, however, will be farmed out by him, and will

royal friends who may vigit him from abroad. We have had
numerous intimations of late of his intention to put his
household on a footing of imperial splendor. BrrrmiER,
son of NarorLeEoN's master of the hounds, is to be Louis
NaroLeox's. .

1 see that a M. Pavy has been nominated French Con-
sul to reside at Richmond, Virginia. The actual French
Consul at Richmond is provided with a comfortable birth
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Paris. It turns out
to be untrue that Prerre BoNAPARTE, cousin of the Presi-
dent, is going to Charleston, as reported, to succeed the
Comsul, Count Crorsevr, at that port. The friends of
Pienre Boxarante assert that he hasrefused the office,
with the 30,000 francs per annum attached to it for his
‘special benefit.  Dublto. While upon the category of
errata, let me say that Sitvio Perrico, whose marriage
with & noble Italian lady was announced some weeks ago,
has written to the Gazette of France declaring that the
good fortune attributed to him by rumor had really not
befallen him. Yet one other error. I see that in my
printed letter of the 12th of ' February some statisties re-
lative to the producf®on of cotton in Transcaucasia are
attributed to the Ministry of Agriculture at St. Peters-
burgh, Russia. This is erroneous. They are derived
from the French Ministry of Agriculture, &c., and taken
from the best Russian sources of information.

Last night, at § o'clock, the most eminent judicial fune-
tionaries of France, to the number of fifty-two, repaired
in a body to the Elysée, clothed in their blazing official
costume, the red robe, to take, in the presence of the
Prince President, the oath of fidelity to the constitution
and the President. The Prince received them in the State
reception-room, surrounded by the great officers of his
household and all his Ministers in full costame. Tlie little
speech of the Prince in reply to the address of the keeper
of the seals, Minister of Justice, who spoke in behulf of
the corps at whose head he wag, I find this morning only
in the Moniteur. Tt is particularly appropriate and skil-
ful, and perhaps on other accounts is not unworthy of re-
gister in your columne. Here it is:

« Gentlemen Magistrates : Although I receive your onth
with pleasure, the obligation to take it, common to all the
constituted bodies, appears to me less necessary on the

art of those whose noble misgion it is to cause right to
respected and to triumph. The more incontestable
the basis upon which authority reposes the more certain-
ly are you indicated as its natural defenders. From the

y when the dogma of the sovereignty of the people was
substituted in place of the principle of the divine right, it
may be said with truth that no Government has been so
legiti a8 mine. ln 1804 four millions of suffrages,
proclaiming the transmission of power by hereditary sue-
cession in my family, designated me as the heir of the
Empire. In 1846 n six millions called me to the head
of the Republic. In 1851 nearly eight millions maintain-
ed me at that post. Thus, in the path to me, it is
not merely to & man that you are t0 swear fidelity :
but it is tc a principle, to a cause, to the national will
itself.” ®

M. Appartvoct, the Minister of Justice, them read the
form of the oath, as follows : ! 2

] swear obedience to the Constitution and fidelity to
the President. I swear wlso and promise to well and
faithfully perform the duties of my office, to religiously
keep secret all deliberations, and to demean myself in all
respects as & worthy and leyal magistrate.”

Each fanctionary then raised his hand and said, “ 7
swear i’

Since the election of the Archbishop of Borrravx to the
Cardinalate France numbers no less than six Cardinals,
viz, M, Duroxt, Archbishop of Bourges; M. Gimavp,
Archbishop of Cambrai; M. Gousser, Archbishop of
Rheims ; M. pe Bosarp, Arcbbishop of Lyons; M. Ma-
tuiev, Archbishop of Besangon; and M. Doxser, the
above.named Archbishop of Bordeaux. The latter isnow
in Paris, having arrived here some days ago, to be pre-
sent, in his new capacity as ex-officio member of the Se-
nate, st the inauguration of the great bodies of the State.

| He is to receive his oardinal's cap st the hands of the Pre-

sident of the Republic, to whom it has just been brought
from Rome by the Prince Fravio Cuier. The Aat can be
received only at Rome, and at the hands of the Pope. The
Archbishop of Besangon, M. Marnizv, hae recently been
to Rome to receive his hat.

Since writing the above—yesterday, in fact—the cere
mony of presenting the Cardinal's cap to the Cardinal
Archbishop of Bordeaux took place at the Chapel of the
Tuileries. An elevated seat was prepared in the middle
of the choir for the President of the Republic, who arrived
at 11 o’clock, nccompanied by his aides-de-camp and min-
isters. The Council of State was present, and also o
large number of Senators and Deputies, the Diplomatic
body, and numerous magistrates and other functionaries.
The Benators, Deputies, and most of the invited guests
were in costame. The number of persons present was
about four hundred. The Archbishop of Paris being de-
tained at Notre Dame by the duties of the day, (Sunday, )
the Corate of Saint Germain I'Auxerrois officiated in his
place. Previous to the ceremony, the venorable Cardinal
eloot—Archbishop Dosxer, one of the most estimable
church dignitaries in France—partook of a collation, ne-
cording to usage, in a hall adjoining the chapel. Prince
Cirar, whe came from Rome for the express purpose of
bringing the Cardinal’s cap, was also present at the col-
lation. ' M. Doxxsr entered the chapel in the ordinary
costume which Archbishops wear in the street. In the
midst of the service he rose and approached the seat oc-
cupied by the President of the Republic, who then pre-
sented his Eminence with the cap, placing it, according
to the usual form, upon his head. The new Cardinal then
took his place among his ecolleagues, Cardinals Drroxr
and Gousser, and shortly afterwards retired to change
his costume. The Mass terminated, the President with-
drew to the Hall of the Throne, (in the Tuileries,) with
the members of the Senate, the Legislative Body, and the
Council of State. The Cardinal elect then re-appeared in
a red robe, and wearing his Cardinal's cap. The Presi-
dent remained standiug while his Eminence approached,
and also during an address pronounced by the Cardinal,
to which the Chief of the State made a brief and charac-
teristic reply, from whish 1 extract the following sen-
tences : j .

‘* Thia ceremony is not a vain formality. Ttis an em-

blem “.:Ohllh which should exiat between the (;quritrm.l

wor temporal ; the concord and perfeot
armony of which mnm' 8o powerfully to the happi-
noas and pence of the world. lmhﬂsﬂuwbﬂﬂ:‘ew
CTOWN A eAreer so pursued with such a striking

serve also as sources of amusement to the princely and!

e

It is generally believed that in France, if nowhere else
in the world, coffes is coffee. But, independent of the fuct
that it is very often chickory, it from recent dis-
coveries, to be sometimes paste. Be it known, then, that
o manufactory of paste coffee has just been pounced upon
by the police, that would do no discredit to the inventors
of the wooden nutmegs that give so equivocal s fame to

@ certain portion of our own countrymen. It is chiefly
their benefit, and to prove to m'mdmrm%

not enjoy the monopoly of dishonest ingenuity in this
line which is generally attributed to them, that I note the
commencement of the manufacture of coffee in Paris.
Here is the process: A paste is prepared of sbout the
consistency of dough for bread, and perhaps of the same
materials, only of sdulterated or vulueless flour, This
paste or dough is, by means of moulds skilfully prepared,
made to assume the shape of grains of coffee, whether of
Mocha, or Bourbon, or Martinique, to suit the taste of
buyers. The artificial grain is then baked till it takes
the color of parched coffee. It is then mixed in proper
proportions with genuine parched coffee, and retailed as
such, with great profit, in the grocery stores. The prac-
tice, very general in France, of buying from the grocers
coffee ready parched, facilitates this mode of falsifica-
tion, otherwise impossible.

Ingenuity not less remarkable has been shown in Paris
recently in the adulteration of money; and if the coins
thus put in circulation were only used in the purchase of
the corresponding coffee, there would not be much cause
of complaint. The worthies engaged in this branch of
forgery are not so much counterfeiters of money as money
alterers, or, to use the words literally, money changers.
The modus operandi is a8 follows: They take n genuine
five-franc piece, and go to work as if they were about to
manufncture a veritable snuff-box out of it. ' The process
is obvionus, One side of the goin is carefully removed by
the use of o very thin fine saw ; as much of the interior as
possible is then cutout; the space left vacant is filled with o
composition having the same weight, and nearly the same
sound or ring as silver ; then the side is carefully soldered
on again, and the coin has of gourse the same outward
appearance as befowe. Most of the pieces thus altered
bear the effigy cither of Louis XVIII, Charles X, or Louis
Philippe. The fraud was first detected at the Bank of
France. The deterioration of the coins thus altergd is
about seven-tenths, j

I ——

MEXICO.

The following items are gleaned from Mexican
papers to the 2d instant :

The Ambassadors of Great Britain, France, Spain, Rus-
sin, and the United States had addressed remonstrances
to the Mexican Government against the unfairness of the
custom-house regulations of Mexico, which made the im-
poets at Matamoros much less than those exacted at Vers
Cruz and Tampico. To this the President replied that the
matter was before Con; whose members alone had the
power of changing the laws.

The Mexican Government had resolved on sending seven
hundred troops, with two pieces of cannon, to Sonors, for

the mines in that State.

A contract has been entered into by the King of Bel-
gium and the Mexican Government for transporting fifty
thousand Balﬂ:u to the interior of Mexico, where they
are to receive lands to settle on, or work for Mexican land-
holders, en certain eonditions.

From Durango more than ten thousand persons have
been cempelled to fiee to other States, in consequence of
the inr of the savages and the want of grain to plant
their fields.

The papers contain the following Roysl Letter, ad-
dressed by Louvis Narorgon, President of France, to Pre-
gident Arista, of Mexico :

The Prince Lovis Naronrox, President of the French Re-
publie, to the President of the Mexican Republic,
greeting :

Grear axp Goop Fraesp: The unjust and constantly
increasing hostility of the Legisiative Assembly, its re-
peated attempts at usurpation against my authority, and
the intrigues of the ancient es, menaced France with
an anarchy which might ps soon have extended over
the whole of Europe. I have already brought to your
knowledge the resolution which I theught it proper to
adopt of causing justice and the public safety to prevail
against an i::ruimt legnl;g e nation, when con-
sulted, wm y. The vote cast, with al-
most entire ty, ratified the appeal which I made
to the people on the 2d of December, and while empower-
ing me to form & new constitution conferred me the
Pr:‘sidmcy ﬁgﬁt::lw. ‘{Suoh is the eu‘:t whi gf-:“"
tablishing po ty, gives to er the strength ne-
cessary to social order url:cm stability. The
exceptionable measures demanded by cirenmstances will
not preyent the country from i us as
sible institutions M.MEMM mm
:ied:r nec:e.e-llt:ies.ﬂllf '{he Government, mnmv:;d will con-

it n point onor to preserve peace to make
still mm?nﬁmumenumﬂhhn mw{vylm

Mexico. I take pleasure in hoping that you will partake

o}L the aem.ll:?urwhiak animate me, :hn:l I willingly o;du

this opportunity for renewing to you the expression of my

wishes for the prosperity :’ - I pray God, my

ﬁ!‘::.:h: and good friend, to preserve you in his holy guar-

i p-

Written at the Palace of the Tuileries, the 12th of Janu-

ary, i‘ the year of Grace, 1852,
Your sincere friend,
LOUIS NAPOLEON.

WRECK OF THE BIRKENHEAD.

We obtain from the London Times of the Tth the sub-
joined particulars of the terrible disaster which recently
befell the British steamer Birkenhead, whilst conveying
troops to Southern Africa:

“ Another terrible disaster has happened at sea, At 2
o'clock in the moming of the 26th February her Majesty’s
steamer the Birkenhead was wrecked between two and
three miles from the shore of Southern Afrien. The
exact spot st which the calamity happened was Point
Danger. Of this point she struck upon a reef of sunken
rocks. The ship was steaming eight and a half knots at
the time. The water was th snd the sky serene, but

the speed at which the vessel was passing through the
water proved her destruction. Tgo rock

TurGor.

through her bottom just aft the foremast, in twenty
minutes’ time there were & few flonting spars and a few
miserable creatures clinging to them, and was all that

remained of the Birkenbead. Of six hundred and thirty-
eight persons who had left Simow’s Bay in the gallant
ship but & few hours before, only one hundred and eighty-
four remain to tell the tale. No less than four Lundred
and fifty-four Englishmen have come to so lamentable
an end.

There is no mystery about the calamity.
left, as in the case of the to conjecture the orign
of the disaster. Just what happened to the Orion off the
soottish coast, or to the Great off Finlstorre, has hupponed
now, dalmomd, the offleer in commaml, anxious to
the run to Algos Bay ss much as possible, snd meore than wae prudent,
hugged the shore oo dosely. Four hundred il Aty four persons
have lost their lives in consequenes of his tomerily. As soou an the
viedet] stroek upon the rockas the rush of water was #0 great that the
s e e B ey res aart s LViMls sy of
Whs 1] H i were the terr [

wont minutes, Al least the mannerof death was lews pain.

Lemoath the ful spars
and funoel, and then swept away to be devoural by the sharks who
wore prowling roand the wreek. From the moment the sbip struek,
almmﬂ i~ have been Jone that human ecurage or coolness could
e The soldiets were mustersl on the aftordeck.  The lostinct of
discipline was stronger even than the Instinet of life. The men fll into
plnce as ooolly as om the parcdeground. They were told off into
rellofe, sl vont, some o the chain-puthps, «ome to the tacklew of the
padidle-box bonts, Captain \\'r?;m. of the st regimont, who survives
W relate the dreadful sene, tolle we:

“Hyery man dkd as bo was directed, and there was not acry one
muarmur amang them until the vessel made ber fnal plunge. 1 could
not name eny indicideal officer who did more than snother. All re
eulved their ondors and had themn carried out as if the men were em-
Birking instond ¢fgoing to the Bottom ; there was only this differonce,
thit 1 never saw any embarkation cenductéd with so [Htle nolee or con-
fusion.”

Poor feltews!  Hnd they died in battle field, and In their country’s
eaune, Lhelr fate would have excited less poignant rogret; but there js
romething ineepredbly Wwuching (n the qulet, unfilnching resolution
of ¢ meny brate hoarts strogel manfully to the last agninet sn in-
evitalite diaater. 1% be to Bud that the women and ehil-
dren were all myved.  They had b quiletly collectod under the poop
pwning, nnd were ps quivtly wver the ship's side and passed into
the cutter. The bost stood off about one hundred and Gfty yards from
the illstnremt Blekenhoad, aod all were save!. There Is the n.
| of n elngle woman or child upon the list of the =ervons who perished.
| The other boute, as b owisal in such oasee, wero not forthetoming in |

honr of peed. One gig and two eattors were all thatesould be
D armilable. OF the one hundred and cightyfoar porsona who ware
| vl one hundeed and sixfern mmle thelr asonpe fn {he three boats
which sucesded in getting clear of the wreck,

Never wis dostruction more sudden or mor Within Aif-
toen minutes aflor the vessl struck the bow o short off.  Flve
minutes more elapesl. nod the hull of the vessel weal In two, cross
wive, Just abaft the englveroom. The storn rart of the vessel imme-
dlately surged, Bliad, sed went lown. The hope of the srvivore
lay in the maintopmast and penil-yand, which still showod above
the watar. Thare wore smse « fireemetle ook stil]
#outing about ; thore ware a fiew bout m
people clang to the yund, and, remaining there until 2 o'oloek
the following afternoon, were pleled off Ly ?f- “hooner
which was providentially at hand, Cuaptalo Wright smerts that of the
two hundred persons, more or less, who wore clinging to the v
when he got away, mﬂg man
of the ehip's boata done « Tnto
Tl pob, with Y

We are not

dignity ; and I am truly grateful for the benevolent nian-
ner in which your Eminence apprecintes my efforts for the
prosperity of France and the triamph of religion.”

the protection of & company just organized for working

j
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